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Headlines 
 

 Next WLGF Conference: Wednesday 18th October: Wildlife Gardeners Day, London Wetland Centre. 
A showcase of all sorts of private wildlife-friendly gardens to give you inspiration, plus a look at the 
Wetland Centre gardens from a wildlife perspective. Booking will be via www.wlgf.org. 
 

 WLGF Meadows Conference: 75 delegates attended our Meadows Special in Oxford, looking at 
what it takes to create a mini hay meadow or even pop-up meadow in your garden. See our report 
here. 
 

 Might you have time to help the Forum? The Forum is growing in size and influence, but we are run 
entirely by volunteers. We have a number of positions we'd like to help with, ranging from Trustee 
positions to helping out at conferences. We're a very friendly bunch, so to find out more, with no 
commitment, please mailto:news@wlgf.org. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  
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Forum News 
Next WLGF Conference: Wildlife Gardeners Day, 18 October 
Our next conference is at the WWT Wetland Centre at Barnes, London, on Weds 18 October, and is all 
about showcasing real wildlife gardens. The conference will include short presentations by wildlife 
gardeners sharing their gardens with us on screen, mini displays of more wildlife-friendly gardens 
around the hall so you can chat one-to-one with the gardeners and share your experiences, plus a 
guided walk around the Wildlife & Wetland Trust's gardens on site.  
 
This is all about sharing experiences and should make for a great day from which we hope people will be 
inspired and leave with ideas, having made new friends and contacts. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

WLGF 'Garden Meadows' conference, 15 June 2017, Oxford 
Our thanks to the excellent speakers, and the 75 delegates, who made our summer conference such a 
success in the delightful surrounds of Magdalen College, Oxford, and the nearby Botanical Gardens. We 
were pleased to welcome so many who haven't been to our conferences before. 
 
The day included talks by renowned wildlife 
gardener Jenny Steel, who has created a meadow 
from scratch in her Shropshire garden, plus we 
had insight from Stuart Ball of John Chambers 
Seeds and James Hewetson-Brown from 
Wildflower Turf Ltd. And, of course, we had our 
own Dr Steve Head to put the subject into context 
at the start in his own style! 
 
Key messages that came through time and again 
from the experts included the importance of site 
preparation, of knowing your soil and the plants 
that will grow there, plus the need to ensure good contact of the seed with the soil to aid germination 
when sowing (or conversely the beauty of weed suppression using soil-less turf). 

 
After lunch we  decamped to the Oxford 
Botanical Gardens to see and hear about the 
Merton Borders, which use prairie-style planting 
without grasses to create a 'meadow' with a 
difference. 
 
Thank you to all those who completed a 
feedback form. With 39 replies, we're delighted 
with average scores (out of 5) of 4.7 for delegate 
information, organisation on the day and 
presentations, 4.8 for venue and 4.2 for venue 
convenience (we probably won't ever please 

everyone on that score!). If we use the venue again, we'll change the tea/coffee arrangements, but a 
very encouraging first foray to Oxford, and some very helpful suggestions for improvements and future 
topics to cover. Our conference proceedings will be emailed  in due course. 
____________________________________________________________________________________   
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From the Forum's Facebook pages: 

Here is a flavour of our busy Facebook page, with Stuart David's Lesser Stag Beetles and Pat Tack's 
amazing garden bird hide.  
 
If you've yet to join the discussion, we'd love to see you online with the other 1,466 members. 
 

      
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Forum and LINK 
In the last three months, the Wildlife Gardening Forum is pleased to have contributed through Wildlife 
and Countryside Link to: 

 Environment Links UK response to the Great Repeal Bill White Paper 

 Greener UK/Links Response to Lord EU Select Committee inquiry – Brexit: devolution 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Events and Calendar 
2017 

 1 July: National Meadows Day  

 2 July: Insect Festival 

 15 July-7 August: Big Butterfly Count  

 12-14 October: National Moth Night  

 18 October: WLGF's Wildlife Gardeners' Day at London Wetland Centre 
 
National Gardens Scheme: wildlife-friendly gardens to visit:  

 1 July (1.30 - 5.30pm), Clemley House, Tarporley, Cheshire. An amazing garden, as featured in 
RSPB Nature's Home magazine. Admission £5.00, children free. Home-made teas. 

 
Would you like your event to be featured here? Email news@wlgf.org  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/147174722296830/
http://www.wcl.org.uk/
http://www.wcl.org.uk/
http://www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk/celebrating-meadows/national-meadows-day
http://www.royensoc.co.uk/events/insect-festival-2015
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
http://www.mothnight.info/
http://www.ngs.org.uk/
mailto:news@wlgf.org
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Wildlife Gardening Research 
 
Air pollution is attacking our plant diversity 
The threat posed by air pollution to out native plant habitats, especially from nitrogen enrichment, has 
been highlighted in a report by Plantlife.  
 
The study shows how those plants that benefit from a nitrogen boost, such as nettles, are overpowering 
some of the UK’s rare and endangered wild plants. The emissions in the form of nitrogen oxides and 
ammonia come from transport, power stations, farming and industry, and are deposited back from the 
air or in rain. 
 
Dr Trevor Dines, Plantlife's botanical specialist, said, "We are force-feeding the natural world a diet of 
nutrient-rich junk food and it is having a devastating impact. 
 
"Once diverse habitats are becoming monotonous green badlands where only the thugs survive and 
other more delicate plants are being bullied out of existence.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How pollinators can help drive plant evolution  
In an experiment with cabbage plants reported in Nature, Swiss scientists showed how plants pollinated 
by bumblebees evolved to be taller in size and have more fragrant flowers with increased ultraviolet 
reflection, while plants pollinated by hoverflies became shorter and emitted less chemical signals, but 
became better at self-pollination. The study demonstrates that changes in pollinator communities can 
have rapid consequences for the evolution of plant traits. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Bumblebee families survive if there are more flowers 

By tracking mother, daughter and 
sister bumblebees over two years, 
and using a combination of habitat 
manipulation, land-use and habitat 
surveys, research led by the Centre 
for Ecology & Hydrology showed that 
flower-rich habitats are key to 
enhancing the survival of bumblebee 
families between years.  
 
The conclusions, reported in Nature, 
may seem common-sense, but it is 
vital to have the data to back it up!   
 
The generation to generation survival 

of the bees was found to increase significantly if there was more high-value foraging habitat, including 
spring flowers, within 250–1,000 m of the colony. The implication is that conservation work that 
increases bee-friendly flowers at a landscape scale and throughout the season has positive effects on 
wild pollinators in agricultural landscapes. By implication, this will probably be true in gardens. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/our-work/publications/we-need-to-talk-about-nitrogen
http://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms14691
https://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v543/n7646/full/nature21709.html
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Late-nesting birds and bees need more nest sites 

Using population change data for 221 bird and 43 bumblebee species, Dr Andrew Higginson at the 
University of Exeter investigated the hypothesis that, in habitats that have deteriorated, late nesting 
species are struggling more than early nesters. The study was published in Behavioural Ecology and 
Sociobiology. 
 
The data appear to support the theory, which Dr Higginson suggests is due to competition for the 
reduced number of nest sites. For example, early-nesting species such as great tits will find enough 
nesting holes, but late-nesting species such as tree sparrows won't, and will therefore decline.  
 
The implication of the theory is that, to conserve species, more effort needs to be put into providing 
suitable nest sites rather than just providing food. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Orange GM petunias weeded out 

It emerged this spring that GM orange-flowered petunias had made it onto the UK market, where they 
are not authorised for cultivation. 
 
The Horticultural Trades Association confirmed that the petunias are not frost-hardy and neither the 
plants nor their seeds will survive in a British winter, so cannot spread into the wild in the UK 
countryside. 
 
Should anyone require detailed information about GM and the law, the HTA refer people to Defra: 0345 
933 55 77, or gm-regulation@defra.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
Of course, the dedicated wildlife gardener wouldn't be growing petunias anyway, which are useless for 
pollinators! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Hedges in built-up areas can soak up exhaust fumes 

A study by University of Surrey  has shown that planting hedges between pedestrians and the street 
could be one of the best ways of reducing exposure to exhaust pollution. Reporting in the journal 
Atmospheric Pollution, the conclusion is that trees are good at reducing pollution in more open 
environments, but in the 'canyons' between high buildings, hedges form a useful barrier for trapping 
particles at ground level.  

Active nest of Common Carder 

Bee in unmanaged and 

undisturbed part of a garden 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00265-017-2327-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00265-017-2327-z
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/mediacentre/press/2017/cities-need-%E2%80%9Cgreen-%E2%80%9D-reduce-impact-air-pollution-residents-well-buildings
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Wildlife Gardening Policy 
 
B&Q report leads the way for garden wildlife 
A new and, in the view of the Forum, excellent report, 'The Nature of Gardens', explores in detail how 
wildlife in the UK benefits from our gardens. We were delighted that the views of the Forum were 
sought and incorporated into the report, and we think it is a step change in how the DIY/garden centre 
business is approaching garden wildlife. 
 
The report draws on new quantitative and qualitative consumer research commissioned by B&Q, 
examining people’s attitudes towards supporting and engaging with wildlife and the environment, with 
a focus on what has prevented them doing more. 
 
Our congratulations on the report to B&Q's Sustainability Manager, Rachel Bradley. In B&Q's own 
words, "Until we commissioned this report we didn’t realise quite how important our gardens could be 
for nature. And while we’ve always known that people loved connecting with nature in their gardens, 
we’re delighted to find so much evidence that garden wildlife and greenery is good for children and 
grown-ups in so many different ways." 
 
If you want a comprehensive, up-to-date appraisal of where we've got to as a nation with regards to 
wildlife and gardening, the report is well worth reading. Their top ten tips (screen grab below) in the 
report were chosen to be as simple as possible so as to help every gardener make a difference.  

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

B&Q bans neonicotinoids in plant range 
Following on from the story above, and making its way into most of the national press was the news 
from B&Q that it is to be the first retailer to remove all nine neonicotinoid pesticides from its flowering 
plant range. The ban will come into effect from February 2018. The move is aimed at supporting wildlife 
and addressing bee population decline.  
 

http://www.diy.com/one-planet-home/greener-gardens/the-nature-of-gardens
http://www.diy.com/one-planet-home/greener-gardens/the-nature-of-gardens
https://www.kingfisher.com/index.asp?pageid=390&storyid=142
https://www.kingfisher.com/index.asp?pageid=390&storyid=142
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The Forum applauds the move, and calls on other retailers to follow suit. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reduce municipal mowing to save bees      and cash 
Burnley Borough Council saves about £58,000 a year from meadow management, including reducing 
grass-cutting to benefit wildlife.  This was one of the key messages at a Bee Summit in London in April, 
as Buglife and Friends of the Earth launched their ‘Helping Pollinators Locally – Developing a Local 
Pollinator Action Plan’. 
 
In a YouGov survey commissioned by the charities, 63% of those questioned said that councils should be 
doing more to help protect our bees, 88% supported councils reducing the use of bee-harming 
pesticides, and 92% supported local authorities in planting more wildflowers and other bee friendly 
plants in their local parks and community spaces. 
 
So far, only a handful of councils – including Dorset, Devon, Cornwall, East Sussex and Bristol – have 
introduced comprehensive pollinator action plans.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wildlife Gardening in Action 
 
Barratt's wildlife-friendly housing development begins to bloom 
Barratt's Kingsbrook development near Aylesbury is aiming to set a new standard for wildlife-friendly 
housing development. It will take 15 years to complete the 2,450 new homes in three 'villages' but, one 
year after construction began in July 2016, 
features so far installed include 

 an orchard 

 the first of the Sustainable Urban 
Drainage swales and ponds 

 58 of the new Barratt/Manthorpe/RSPB 
Swift brick 

 eight House Martin cups 

 13 bat bricks 

 and the first of the wildflower verges 
(right).  

 

 
The wildlife-friendly aspect of the development  is a 
collaboration of Barratt Homes, the RSPB and 
Aylesbury Vale District Council. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The brand new design of Swift brick, 

which brings down costs per unit 

dramatically for developers. 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/news-%26-events/news/huge-public-backing-for-councils-to-reduce-grass-cutting-to-help-save-our-bees
https://www.foe.co.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/helping-pollinators-locally-103246.pdf
https://www.foe.co.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/helping-pollinators-locally-103246.pdf
http://manthorpebuildingproducts.co.uk/product/gswb-swift-nest-brick
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Wildlife Gardening Resources  

BeeWatch launches interactive 'Planting for Pollinators' tool  
Based on thousands of photo sent in by participants, plus wildlife gardening literature, the multi-partner 
BeeWatch project has created a Planting for Pollinators tool, in which you select a bumblebee species 
and it shows its favourite plants to visit for pollen and nectar. Alternatively, you can select a plant in 
your garden and find out which bumblebee species use it. You can also get year round planting advice 
that recommends plants that benefit bumblebees.   

   
Another valuable way to take part in 
BeeWatch is to identify bumblebee 
photos from other BeeWatch users , or 
you can use it to improve your own 
identification skills.  
 
You will need to register your details 
with BeeWatch to do so.  
 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Wildlife Gardening and Citizen Science 

Count your dragonflies 

The first Dragonfly Challenge survey will take 
place during Dragonfly Week (15th-23rd July). 
Pick one day during the week and count the 
dragonflies and damselflies you see at your 
garden pond, local river or any other wetland.  
 
You don't need any prior experience of 
dragonfly watching; use the online sheets to 
work out which species you see and then send 
your count results to the British Dragonfly 
Society. More info here.  
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Male Emperor Dragonfly, which tends to perch around 

midday on very hot days, but is otherwise a tireless flyer. 

http://abdn.ac.uk/beewatch/planting
https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/node/7284
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And finally... 
You might like to dip into the following: 
 
This interesting article in The Guardian by Dr Kylie Soanes from the School of Ecosystem and Forest 
Science, University of Melbourne, looks at the value of urban ecosystems to Australia's wildlife 
 
And if you thought that it is the flapping of bumblebees wings than creates the humming sound, have a 
dip into John Ingham's review of Richard Comont's new book - you might be surprised! 
 
The Guardian reports on Simon Watt's talk at the Cheltenham Festival about how cities are evolutionary 
hotspots. Species he cites include Blackcaps in the UK but also Pobblebonk Frogs. Simon is founder of 
the Ugly Animal Preservation Society. 
 
Science online magazine explores the 'windscreen phenomenon' - the sense that in the past if you went 
for a night drive in a car in summer, you'd come back with the windscreen splattered with dead insects, 
and how these days there's barely a smudge to be seen. Some data analysis is under way which may 
shed more light on what we're losing. 
 
And here is the dramatic moment this Grass Snake ate a Frog in a Sussex garden pond.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
The newsletter is sent to everyone on the WLGF mailing list; you are welcome to forward it to friends or 
colleagues. Do encourage them to join our mailing list (it’s free!) by visiting www.wlgf.org and filling in the simple 
form. 

 
The Wildlife Gardening Forum is a consortium of the UK’s leading wildlife, conservation, gardening and horticultural organisations, from both 
the private and the public sectors. Formed in 2005, our core aim is to help gardeners and decision-makers understand just how important our 
gardens are for wildlife.  
 
Newsletter compiled by Adrian Thomas & Marc Carlton. All photos by Adrian unless stated.  

https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/mar/06/urban-jungle-saving-city-wildlife-with-trees-green-roofs-and-pools
http://www.express.co.uk/comment/columnists/john-ingham/786151/Summer-weather-forecast-bumblebees-UK
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/jun/11/cities-should-be-studied-as-evolutionary-hotspots-says-biologist
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/05/where-have-all-insects-gone?ad_id=2336
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/wildlife/homesforwildlife/b/gardeningforwildlife/archive/2017/05/19/when-wildlife-drama-comes-to-the-garden.aspx
http://www.wlgf.org/

